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of mechanical or hydrostatic or astronomical science,
His letters are full of such observations, put in a
way which he thought would interest his friends, and
marked by his strong habit of getting into touch with
what was real and of the substance of questions. He
applied his thoughts to architecture with a power and
originality which at the time were not common. No
one who only cared for this world could be more
attracted and interested than he was by the wonder
and beauty of its facts and appearances. With the
deepest allegiance to his home and reverence for its
ties and authority, a home of the old-fashioned eccle-
siastical sort, sober, manly, religious, orderly, he carried
into his wider life the feelings with which he had been
brought up; bold as he was, his reason and his
character craved for authority, but authority which
morally and reasonably he could respect. Mr. Keble's
goodness and purity subdued him, and disposed him
to accept without reserve his master's teaching: and
towards Mr. Keble, along with an outside show of
playful criticism and privileged impertinence, there
was a reverence which governed Froude's whole
nature. In the wild and rough heyday of reform, he
was a Tory of the Tories. But when authority failed
him, from cowardice or stupidity or self-interest, he
could not easily pardon it; and he was ready to startle
his friends by proclaiming himself a Radical, prepared
for the sake of the highest .and greatest interests to
sacrifice all second-rate and subordinate ones.

When his friends, after his death, published selec